EDWARD  VII  1901-1910
ON the death of the aged Queen in 1901 there were many who regarded the person of her successor with a certain degree of anxiety. Although Edward VII was then sixty he had had no practical experience of government or administration, as his indomitable mother lad always refused to allow him to share in any way the Burdens of her office; she was determined that those privileges which she had been forced to refuse Albert she would not lightly accord to his son, whom she con-ddered had not yet exhibited in a sufficiently marked iegree those qualities of balance and austerity for which lis lamented father had been so justly famous. However, her judgment and that of those of her subjects who agreed with her, was gravely at fault, for Edward VII soon displayed a skill and ability in dealing both rttith his ministers and with foreign powers that jusdy raused him to be regarded as the most enlightened of ;ontemporary monarchs.
In 1902 the Boer War, which had afforded the War Dffice an opportunity for displaying a heroic incompe-:ence such as they had not enjoyed since the days of ;he Crimea, was brought to a negotiated and honourable :onclusion> but unluckily there was no corresponding inprovement in the European situation. England's isolated position was now more marked even than it lad been five years earlier; no continental nation, with
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